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1. Library 

1.1 Introduction 

The purpose of these Regulations is to enable users to make the fullest use of the Healthcare Library 
of Northern Ireland resources, buildings and services, hereinafter referred to as the ‘Library’. The 
Regulations apply to all libraries making up the Healthcare Library of Northern Ireland, including 
branches. 

In the Regulations, the word ‘book’ means any book, pamphlet, periodical, manuscript, map, 
microform or other material which forms part of the Library’s collections. 

1.2 Access to the Library 

i. Details of the opening hours of the Library are available from the Library website.  

ii. Details of who may use the Library appear in Library Regulations Schedule 1: see regulation 1.6 
below. 

iii. All persons entering the Library must show acceptable proof of identity on request. 

iv. Everyone in the Library must leave when requested to do so by Library staff. 

1.3 Conduct in the Library 

Any disorderly conduct in the Library, or any behaviour which unfairly inconveniences other users or 
causes damage or the risk of damage to books, furniture, equipment or the fabric of the building, 
constitutes a breach of the Regulations.  

Regulations for orderly conduct in the Library include the following: 

i. Use only the prescribed entrances and exits. 

ii. Do not take bulky personal possessions (suitcases, etc.) into the Library. 

iii. Study areas in the Library may be designated as silent, quiet or available for group work. Out of 
consideration for others, users must maintain good order and observe the rule relating to noise 
applying to each area. 

iv. Switch mobile phones to silent on entering the Library and only use them in areas designated for 
this purpose.  

v. Do not consume food in the Library except in areas designated for this purpose. 

vi. Do not damage or deface any Library book or other Library property. 

vii. Show your Library identity card to a member of Library staff if asked to do so. 

viii. Show your books, bags, etc., to a member of Library staff when leaving the Library, if asked to do 
so. 

ix. A user vacating his or her place will be deemed to have left the Library. His or her books and 
papers may be cleared by Library staff and the place taken by another user, unless a note of the 
time of leaving is left on the table. The place may then be reserved for up to thirty minutes. 

1.4 Borrowing 

i. Books must not be removed from the Library unless they have been borrowed in accordance 
with the Regulations. 

ii. Notices sent from the Library are normally sent by e-mail. 

iii. Users with outstanding fines will not be allowed to borrow further books until the fines are paid.  

iv. Users will be considered to be in default if, within a reasonable time and without lodging an 
objection, they fail to (a) return any overdue book (b) return any book recalled by the Library or 
(c) pay any fine which had been imposed by the Library. 

v. Users who are in default will, after written warning, have their Library Account suspended. 

vi. Users who lose or deface a book belonging to the Library will be required to pay a sum of money 
to enable the purchase of a replacement copy (or replacement set). 

1.5 Other services and resources 

i. Requests for inter-library loans may be made according to such quotas and charges as may from 
time to time be applied. 

ii. The use of computing facilities in the Library is governed by Queens University’s Information 
Security Policy and associated regulations. Where information is made available in electronic 
form, users must observe all conditions of use imposed by vendors as part of the licensing or 
sale of their products. 
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iii. All users of Library materials, whether in Library buildings or elsewhere, are personally 
responsible for ensuring that they observe the requirements of the copyright legislation currently 
in force in the United Kingdom.  

1.6 Library Regulations Schedule One: Access to the Healthcare Library of Northern Ireland 

The following may use the Library as registered users: 

(a) Those who are covered by a special agreement with the Department of Health. 

1.7 Library Regulations Schedule Two: Borrowing from the Queen’s University Library 

Books in ordinary open-access collections are available for use within the Library without formality, 
and may be borrowed on the conditions set out below. The following categories of material are not 
normally available for use outside the Library: 

(a) Designated works of reference; 

(b) New books on display; 

(c) Books and other materials held in the Library Special Collections; 

(d) All periodicals; 

(e) Law reports and legislation; and 

(f) Theses. 

1. Any book borrowed from the Library shall be subject to recall if it is in demand or for other good 
cause.  

2.      A borrower, on receiving notice that a book on loan to him/her is required by another user, must 
return that book to the Library, by the date stipulated in the notice. A book will be deemed to be 
overdue if kept beyond this date and will incur a fine.  

Closed Access Collections 

3. Books in restricted loan collections at issue-desks or other service-points will be available, 
according to category of material, either for use within the Library only, or for short loan according to 
conditions as stated at the service-point. 

Restricted Circulation 

4. The Director or nominee may if required: 

(a) Transfer any book from open-access to closed-access or restricted circulation; and 

(b) Restrict any book to use within the Library only. 

 


